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This resource is designed to provide students
with background information and to help them

decide why remembering Bunker Hill on its 250
Anniversary is important. 

th

Please adapt the lesson as needed for your
students needs. 

Standards listed are from the 2024 Alabama
State Course of Study for Social Studies. 

Standards Addressed:

SS.4.6
SS.6.8
SS.10.1
SS.12.2
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On June 17, 1775, the hills of Charlestown, Massachusetts, became the site of the
first major battle of the American Revolution. Though fought primarily on Breed’s
Hill, the engagement is famously known as the Battle of Bunker Hill. It marked a
turning point, proving that the colonial militia could stand toe to toe and fight
with British regulars, setting the stage for a long fight for independence.

In an attempt to break the colonial siege of Boston, British General William Howe
ordered a massive assault on an American fortification on Breed’s Hill.
Approximately 1,200 Colonial troops, commanded by Colonel William Prescott,
had dug in overnight. As British troops advanced in tightly packed lines, the
Americans held their fire—reportedly under Prescott’s famous command: “Don’t
fire until you see the whites of their eyes.”
The British took the hill after three charges, but at a tremendous cost: over 1,000
British casualties, including many officers. American losses were under 500, and
although technically a British “victory”, the battle boosted colonial confidence
and demonstrated that the revolution would not be easily suppressed.

Among the heroes of that day was Dr. Joseph Warren, a prominent Boston
physician and patriot leader. Though appointed a major general three days
earlier, Warren volunteered to fight as a regular soldier on the front lines. He was
killed during the final British assault while defending the retreat. Warren played a
vital role in organizing the early resistance in Boston, including sending Paul
Revere and William Dawes on their midnight rides in April 1775. His death made
him one of the Revolution’s first and most revered martyrs. It was once said that if
Dr. Warren had survived the War, his name would have been as well known as
that of Washington.

Also fighting that day was Salem Poor, a formerly enslaved African American who
purchased his freedom in 1769 and joined the Massachusetts militia. Poor’s
actions during the battle were so remarkable that fourteen officers formally
petitioned the Massachusetts legislature to recognize his bravery. They wrote
that he “behaved like an experienced officer” and was “a brave and gallant
soldier.” Though many Black patriots’ contributions have been overlooked, Poor’s
courage at Bunker Hill is one of the earliest documented examples of African
Americans fighting heroically in the cause of liberty.
The Battle of Bunker Hill remains a symbol of American courage, sacrifice, and
shows the diversity of those who fought for independence. The legacies of Dr.
Warren and Salem Poor remind us that freedom was won not by one class or
color, but through the united struggle of people from all walks of life. As we mark
its 250th anniversary, we remember not just a battle, but the spirit of a revolution.



FIFTH THROUGH EIGHTH
GRADES
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Engage
Prompt (on board):

“Would you stand your ground even if you thought you might lose?”
Discuss with partners or write a 1–2 sentence response.
Connect to colonists standing up to British forces.

Elaborate
Guided Reading & Lecture (15 minutes)

Background information provided within resource. 
Mini-Lesson with Map and Visuals

Use map to show Boston and Breed’s Hill.
Background Highlights:

Date: June 17, 1775
Who: Colonial militia (Patriots) vs. British Army (Redcoats)
What happened: Patriots built fort on Breed’s Hill; British attacked in waves.
Outcome: British won the hill—but lost many more soldiers.
Why it mattered: Showed colonists could stand up to trained British forces.

Introduce Key Figures:
Colonel William Prescott & General Thomas Gage

Explore
Analyze a Quote (5–10 minutes)

“Don’t fire until you see the whites of their eyes.”
Discuss what this quote meant and why it was important.
Why might the Patriots have waited to fire?

Graphic Organizer 
Students complete cause/effect chart (provided)
Causes of the battle
Major events during the battle
Immediate and long-term effects

Optional Extension: Create comic strips or illustrated timelines.
Exit Ticket (Provided)
Assessment

Participation in discussion and partner work
Completed graphic organizer or timeline
Thoughtfulness in exit ticket

Extension / Enrichment Ideas
Write a diary entry from the perspective of a Patriot soldier.
Build a model of the hill and troop movements using clay or blocks.
Compare the Battle of Bunker Hill with Lexington and Concord.



Causes Effects
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Why was this battle important even though the Patriots didn’t win?

How might it have made colonists feel about their chances?

What would you have done if you were a Patriot soldier?

What was the most important thing you learned about the Battle of Bunker Hill?

Why do you think people still remember this battle today?

Name: _________________________________________



NINTH - TWELFTH GRADES
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https://youtu.be/mgeq7uqqmn8


American Village Citizenship Trust • P.O. Box 6 • Montevallo, AL 35115 • www.americanvillage.org 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.



American Village Citizenship Trust • P.O. Box 6 • Montevallo, AL 35115 • www.americanvillage.org 

Primary Source 1
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Primary Source 2
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Primary Source 2
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Primary Source 3
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Primary Source 3
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Primary Source 4
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Primary Source 5


